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LRA DONATES MEDICAL SUPPLIES s« >erer
TO DUPORT ROAD HEALTH CENTER
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he Liberia Revenue

Authority (LRA) has donated

assorted medical supplies to
the Duport Road Health Center as
part of activities marking Taxpayers
Appreciation Month 2026.
The donation, made under the LRA’s
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) initiative, is aimed at
strengthening healthcare delivery at
the community level while
recognizing the vital role taxpayers
play in national development.
Presenting the items, the Authority
said the gesture reflects the
institution’s commitment not only to
revenue generation but also to giving
back to communities that contribute
to the country’s growth through tax
compliance.
According to the Authority, the
Taxpayers Appreciation Month
serves as an opportunity to

acknowledge and celebrate
individuals and businesses whose
contributions support public
services, including healthcare,
education, and infrastructure.
Officials at the Duport Road
Health Center welcomed the
donation, noting that the supplies
will help improve service delivery
and address some of the facility’s
immediate needs.

The LRA emphasized that it will
continue to undertake similar
initiatives across the country as
part of its broader effort to build
trust with taxpayers and promote
a culture of voluntary compliance.
The initiative highlights the direct
impact of tax contributions on
community development,
reinforcing the message that
paying taxes plays a crucial role in
improving the quality of life for all
Liberians.

NOGAL EQUIPS JUDGES IN
OIL AND GAS TRAINING

By Jamesetta D Williams

Several Liberian judges have received

fresh knowledge from a oil and gas
training organized by the National Oil

Company of Liberia (NOCAL), with its
President and Chief Executive Officer
underscoring the critical role of the Liberian
judiciary in safeguarding the nation’s
petroleum resources.

Fabian Michael Lai comments were
contained in brief statement delivered when
he officially opened a groundbreaking three-
day oil and gas training for judges in Ganta,
Nimba County.

Lai described the training as a historic day for
Liberia during the gathering of members of
the judiciary, including Chief Justice Yamie
Quiqui Gbeisay, former Chief Justice Gloria
Maya Musu-Scott, judges of circuit and
specialized courts, and other distinguished
guests.

“This is something that has never been done in
the history of our country,” Lai declared. “We
are preparing our judges for the legal and
economic realities of Liberia’s emerging oil
and gas sector.”

He emphasized that as Liberia moves closer to
potential commercial oil production, the
judiciary must be equipped to handle the
complex legal, financial, and contractual
disputes that often accompany natural
resource development.

According to Lai, the training is designed to

provide judges with a comprehensive
understanding of the petroleum industry from
the science of oil and gas exploration to the
intricate legal frameworks governing resource
ownership, licensing, taxation, and dispute
resolution.

Over the three-day session, participants will
explore Liberia’s petroleum exploration history,
the acquisition and transfer of petroleum rights,
governance and transparency issues, and the
fiscal structures that determine how revenues are
shared between the state and investors.

Lai stressed that judges must be prepared to
interpret highly technical petroleum agreements,
scrutinize financial arrangements, and ensure
that Liberia’s natural resources are managed in
the best interests of its citizens.

“The Constitution makes clear that natural
resources belong to the Liberian people,” he said.
“Judges must be ready to ensure that the people’s
wealth is protected and that no agreement
undermines the nation’s laws or sovereignty.”

He also highlighted the importance of
understanding key contractual provisions such
as stabilization clauses, force majeure,
indemnity, assignment, and change-of-control
clauses, noting that these provisions often
become central points of contention in
petroleum-related disputes.

Warning of the challenges that frequently
accompany oil development, Lai noted that
multinational corporations often bring
significant legal and financial resources to
negotiations and litigation.

However, he expressed confidence that a well-
prepared Liberian judiciary can effectively
uphold the rule of law.

“They may underestimate Liberia, but they
will be wrong,” Lai said. “Our judges are
preparing themselves to meet these challenges
with knowledge, integrity, and confidence.”
He further urged members of the judiciary to
remain steadfast in their constitutional duty
to administer justice without fear or favor,
particularly as Liberia stands on the
threshold of potential oil wealth.

“The oil is coming,” Lai stated.

“And when it does, the courts will play a
decisive role in ensuring that these resources
benefit the Liberian people.”

Lai cautioned that petroleum companies may
seek to move disputes outside Liberia through
international arbitration mechanisms, but
stressed the importance of asserting Liberia’s
jurisdiction where appropriate.

“This is not about nationalism,” he said. “Itis
about the rule of law and ensuring that
disputes involving Liberia’s resources are
handled in accordance with Liberian law.”

He concluded by encouraging judges to
actively engage in the training, ask difficult
questions, and fully embrace the opportunity
to deepen their understanding of the oil and
gas sector.

“We are not here to tell judges how to rule,”
Lai said. “We are here to ensure that when
they do rule, they do so with full knowledge,
sharp minds, and clear consciences.”

The training marks a significant step in
Liberia’s efforts to strengthen institutional
capacity and prepare Kkey state actors for the
legal and governance challenges associated
with petroleum development.

By Stephanie M. Duncan

n an initiative intended to boost

and strength operational capacity

across the country, the Ministry of
Public Works Liberia has announced
the arrival of sixteen brand-new pick-
up vehicles.
The ministry in a statement issued
Monday said fifteen of the vehicles will
be deployed—one to each of Liberia’s
counties—for use by Resident
Engineers, while the remaining unit
will be retained for general utility
purposes at the central office.
The move is aimed at improving
mobility and oversight of road
construction, maintenance, and other
public infrastructure projects
nationwide. Officials say the
deployment will enhance supervision,
speed up response times, and ensure
that ongoing works in the counties are

more effectively monitored.

The Ministry noted that Resident
Engineers often face logistical
challenges in accessing project sites,
particularly in remote areas. The
addition of the new vehicles is
expected to ease those constraints
and support more consistent field
presence.

Authorities at Public Works
emphasized that strengthening
county-level operations remains a
priority, as the government
continues efforts to improve road
connectivity and infrastructure
development across Liberia.

The Ministry reaffirmed its
commitment to delivering quality
services and ensuring that
development projects are executed
efficiently for the benefit of citizens
in all 15 counties.

PUBLIC WORKS STRENGTHENS COUNTY
OPERATIONS WITH NEW VEHICLES
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WHOSE FAULT:
GONGESSIONAIRES OR GOVERNMENT=

THE REGENT VISIT BY Vice President Jeremiah Kpan Koung to the operation site of
Bea Mountain Mining Company (BMMC) in Grand Cape Mount County
sparked acrimony among Liberians and also heightened long-held suspicions
about concessionaires having too much unprecedented and unregulated
leverages in the agreements that brought them to the fore as opposed to the
general interest of the country, let alone the affected communities of their
operations. The debate, criticism, emotional arousal, suspicion and mindset, of
course, might not go away so easily. It could even take more deleterious
dimensions if the satisfying, wished-for or appeasing responses do not come forth
from concerned officials.

EQUALLY SO, FROM THE unfolding developments, the reactions of Liberians to this
rather raw discovery of how the country’s gold is being shipped in an
unimaginable manner and the huge accompanying financial benefits for the
company, no amount of cemented placating comments can suffice. No one takes it
lightly upon hearing about the irreparable harm done to his interest - be it
children, business or close associates. The reason is shrouded in one reality. If
what is extracted and benefits accrued are paired against the real conditions of
the communities, anger is bound to rise to a near-kill level.

HOWEVER, AMID THESE CONCERNS is one protruding consideration which borders
on the roles of those who negotiated these concessions and how they were
approved and factored into the legal processes of the country. Mind us, it takes
months, if not years, to negotiate some of these concessions, and, in most cases,
the best minds are put at the front-burner of the negotiating table. Not only that,
following these initial negotiations, the concessions are brought for scrutiny and
ratification before the National Legislature - the Senate and House of
Representatives. They are perused, reviewed and eventually approved before
they are taken for presidential signature.

IT IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE that the BMMC Concession duly signed during the
administration of former President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf did not come into
operation outside of all the national perimeters - the standards and criteria
concessions are required to go through. While it hurts that the country’s gold
endowments are being depleted as it result of huge gold being scooped and
shipped out of the country - with little to show in the communities - the
government takes the deuce in all of this. This is because, it is impossible for
officials who have access to the Agreement to whisk off knowledge of some of the
critical provisions. More so, there are always government representatives
assigned to these concessions, with the mandate to ensure that the rules are not
bent and flouted. In the case of BMMUC, is that not the case? If so, why not?

ITISIMPORTANTTO state that instead of scolding the company for what many see as
concession nefariousness, the government should take the blame for neglecting
its responsibilities of ensuring that concessionaires comply with the rules, the
laws and the terms of the concessions. However, if it is proven that BMMC
oversteps the rules, is left with the government to correct same. The issue should
not be about kilograms of gold and the amount of money accrued by the
company, it should be about reshaping focus. Of course, all may not be rosy in
terms of the concessionaires’ contributions compared to what is being taken out,
some of them are doing extremely well. What is required to upgrade what
concessionaires need to do to reciprocate what is extracted. Be as it may,
government bears greatest responsibility of the blame, not necessarily the
concessionaires.

less expected of taking you away - curable sicknesses as simple as

they are our hospitals can’t handle. This is the problem of the
country from time to time, even when incoming ruling parties promise to be
different from the ones deposed. It will surprise you all, hearing that plenty
of your countrymen and women are dying, going to the great beyond for
plenty reasons, including lack of trained medical doctors to treat their
conditions, no medication for their health conditions, no money to
underwrite their medical bills or to seek medical attention, lack of beds to
admit even at the point of death, lack of attention by medical staff, as well as
negligence. The whole hospital business in the country is looking pay as you
call, because once you don’t have money, admission is not permissible.
Great ones, plenty money is put in the budget for the Ministry of health but
medical facilities at empty, no essential drugs and equipment to address
simple medical problems. Small salary for trained doctors is also adding to
the agonizing problem. Well, how are you guys doing behind the invisible
curtains? We learn that you guys have the means to see us on the other side
here, but we don’t. Of course, we would love to see you - as relatives, as
friends - when you are gone from here, but it is hard. Anyway, we are hopeful
it will get better, and that the gap will be bridged one day. We are also certain
that as we are bridging the divide, all other things will fall in place, will be
bridged.
By the way, what is the news from your end? We are sure our former
President, William R. Tolbert, who joined you guys on April 12, 1980 is doing
fine. Where is the other man who Kkilled him? Is he there? He thought he
would not go there, but he forgot to know that town trap is not for rat alone.
Well, please you guys should let him know that those on this side of the divide
are indeed missing him because during his time as president, he tried to fix
the country. Some of you are aware that for the short time he was president, a
lot was changed. Come and take a stroll in Brewerville and see the gigantic
Hotel Africa Complex he built in 1979 for the OAU Conference. It is
destroyed and that is the end of story. As we write you guys, the sea has taken
good parts of the huge structure which was seen as symbol of the country’s
infrastructural renaissance or regeneration. But it is not only that, great
ones! Also come and see the famous Unity Conference Center, another
landmark structure that defined Liberia’s development progress. It is in
ruins, and no one cares about rehabilitating it. In fact, it will surprise to learn
that staff of the Ministry of State are assigned there, as part of their official
functions as civil servants. They just go, sit around and at times make small
cash from people who go there for wedding photos taking.
Not only that also, great ones! There are other important structures erected
during his time in office but are no longer in good shape. This is how your
people, governments elected to fix and maintain national assets treat them.
But do you know that they put money in the budget to pay the people living
within the vicinity of Hotel Africa, who they call squatters? According to
them, they would use the money to pay for them so they can vacate the
premises, butitis another story in reality. But do you think the money is in the
budget or already expanded for quasi or ghost projects...
Great ones, it is not easy here. Your whole country is shaking once more for
plenty reasons, including lawmakers expelling their colleague for “cussing”
and “saying” the land problem Guinea and Liberia is not for Liberia. The
expelled says your papay hand inside the whole expelling business. He said
the papay will be expelled in 2029, too. So, let’s wait and see.
Well, it is not the main thing we want to say here. The main thing is that the
lawmakers do not respect the constitution. For any time, they are doing
something and the Supreme Court tells them to hold on, they do not listen. In
fact, they always insist they are a separate branch of government, they have
their own rules. Yet, they often rely on the same provisions of the very
constitution to carry on some actions. The Supreme Court asked them to
come for a conference after their colleague’s lawyers complained about the
way they conducted the process to expel him. Yet, they went ahead with
expelling him.
But do you also know that the President said something the other day that got
some people vex and complaining.
The papay said “when you going somewhere and dog is barking at you, do
waste your time to control and get at the dog. Doing so will delay you.” The
whole statement claimed Liberian people attention, because they believed is
an insult by the president. In short, they say he has referred to them as dogs
because they are complaining of hardships and bad things in the country. The
oldma not say swehn seh. He traveled to America for some kind of award. But
some people said, something else, under it.
We want to stop here.
Thank you for your time
Talk to you next time......

I I ello to you all from where your lives were cut short from sicknesses
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DEFENSE MINISTRY URGED T0 SUSPEND
LIVE STREAMING OF AFL RECRUITMENT

JUSTICE, FAIRNESS AND
FREEDOM

By Jamesetta D Williams

ours after a video from the recruitment
center of the Armed Forces of Liberia
ongoing recruitment exercise went viral,
calls for authorities to halt or suspend live streaming

of the exercise immediately followed.

The Movement for Justice, Fairness and Freedom
Education Accountability and Social Justice (EASJ),
Inc., a civil society organization, raised its voice
against live streaming the recruitment process for it

calls “national security concerns.”

Apparently considering the evolving security
implications of such undertaking, the CSO body said
live online broadcasts of the ongoing recruitment
exercise has potential national security risks and
concerns over the integrity of the process.

According to the organization, while transparency in
public institutions remains important, the live

procedures could expose operational
methods and compromise internal security
protocols.

The group warned that continued public
streaming may increase risks such as
manipulation of the process, impersonation
of applicants, and possible security breaches
during screening and verification exercises.
“National defense institutions require
controlled transparency, not unrestricted
public exposure,” the advisory stated,
emphasizing that recruitment processes
involve background checks, identity
verification, and other sensitive security
assessments.

EASJ further argued that while the public
has a right to information, such access must
be balanced with the need to protect
national security interests and the safety of
both applicants and security personnel.

The organization has therefore called on the
Ministry of National Defense, the High
Command of the Armed Forces of Liberia,
and other relevant security authorities to
immediately discontinue live broadcasts of
recruitment proceedings.

Instead, it recommended that authorities
provide summarized official updates
through approved communication channels
that maintain public confidence while
safeguarding sensitive operational details.
“Transparency must never come at the
expense of national security,” the statement
stressed.

The advisory was issued by the Movement
for Justice, Fairness and Freedom -
Education Accountability and Social Justice
(EASJ), Inc., and signed by its Founder and
Executive Director, Amen Saakollie Sheriff.
As discussions continue around the AFL
recruitment exercise, the call adds to
growing public debate over how Liberia
balances openness in state institutions with
the protection of national security and the
dignity of applicants.

broadcast of sensitive military recruitment

—For High-Level Development Mission

he Executive Director of the

World Bank Group representing

Liberia and 21 other African
countries, Mr. Zarau Wendeline Kibwe,
is expected to arrive in Monrovia on
Monday, April 27, 2026, for a two-day
official visit aimed at strengthening
development cooperation and reviewing
ongoing investment projects in Liberia.
During his stay, Executive Director
Kibwe will hold a series of high-level
engagements with government officials,
development partners, and private
sector stakeholders.
Key among these activities is a courtesy

call on His Excellency President Joseph Nyuma Boakai,
as well as meetings with the Minister of Finance and
Development Planning, Hon. Augustine Kpehe
Ngafuan, and other senior government officials.

The mission will also include discussions with the World
Bank Group country team, the Liberia Chamber of
Commerce, and the Liberia Business Association.

These engagements are expected to focus on assessing
the impact of ongoing World Bank-supported projects
on livelihoods, identifying implementation challenges,
and exploring new investment opportunities aligned
with Liberia’s national development priorities.

A key emphasis of the visit will be on job creation, in line
with the World Bank Group’s global strategy of
promoting “more and better jobs.”

Mr. Kibwe is also expected to engage private sector
actors on ways to unlock domestic investment and
entrepreneurship through IFC platforms and advisory
support. In addition to Liberia, Mr. Kibwe serves as
Executive Director for a constituency of 22 African
countries, including Kenya, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Sierra
Leone, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe, among others.
In this role, he is responsible for representing member
countries’ interests at the Boards of the World Bank
Group while ensuring fiduciary oversight of
institutional operations. He will be accompanied on the
mission by his Senior Advisor, Dr. Plingloh Emmanuel
Munyeneh, a Liberian national. The visit is expected to
reinforce collaboration between Liberia and the World
Bank Group as the country continues to pursue
economic recovery and long-term development goals
amid global economic uncertainties.

" ON THIS DAY
APRIL 29

EVENTS & HISTORY

1289 - Qala'un, the Sultan of Egypt, captured Tripoli.

1429 - Joan of Arc led Orleans, France, to victory over
Britain.

1661 -The Chinese Ming dynasty occupied Taiwan.

1672 - King Louis XIV of France invaded the Netherlands.
1813 -Rubber was patented by J.F. Hummel.

1852 - The first edition of Peter Roget's Thesaurus was
published.

1858 - Austrian troops invaded Piedmont.

1861 - The Maryland House of Delegates voted against
seceding from Union.

1861 - New Orleans fell to Union forces during the Civil
War.

1864 -Theta Xi was founded in Troy, New York.

1879 - In Cleveland, OH, electric arc lights were used for
thefirsttime.

1913 -Gideon Sundback patented an all-purpose zipper.
1916 - Irish nationalists surrendered to British authorities
in Dublin.

1918 - Germany's Western Front offensive ended in World
Warl.

1924 -Anopenrevolt broke outin Santa Clara, Cuba.

1927 - Construction of the Spirit of St. Louis was
completed for Lindbergh.

1941 - The Boston Bees agreed to change their name to
the Braves.

1945 - The German Army in
unconditionally to the Allies.

1945 - In a bunker in Berlin, Adolf Hitler and Eva Braun
were married. Hitler designated Admiral Karl Doenitz his
successor.

1945 -The Nazi death camp, Dachau, was liberated.

1946 - Twenty-eight former Japanese leaders were
indicted in Tokyo as war criminals.

1952 - IBM President Thomas J. Watson, Jr., informed his
company's stockholders that IBM was building "the most
advanced, most flexible high-speed computer in the
world." The computer was unveiled April 7, 1953, as the
IBM 701 Electronic Data Processing Machine.

1954 - Ernest Borgnine made his network television debut
in"Night Visitor" on NBC-TV.

1961-ABC’s "Wide World of Sports" premiered.

1974 - Phil Donahue’s TV show, "Donahue" moved to
Chicago, IL.

1974 - U.S. President Nixon announced he was releasing
edited transcripts of secretly made White House tape
recordings related to the Watergate scandal.

1975 - The U.S. embassy in Vietham was evacuated as
North Vietnamese forces fought their way into Saigon.
1981 - Steve Carlton, of the Philadelphia Phillies, became
the first left-handed pitcher in the major leagues to get
3,000 career strikeouts.

1984 - In California, the Diablo Canyon nuclear reactor
wentonline after along delay due to protests.

1985 - Billy Martin was brought back, for the fourth time,
to the position of managerforthe New York Yankees.
1986 - Roger Clemens of the Boston Red Sox set a major-
league baseball record by striking out 20 Seattle Mariner
batters.

1988 - The Baltimore Orioles set a new major league
baseball record by losing their first 21 games of the
season.

1988 - Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev promised more
religious freedom.

1990 - The destruction of the Berlin Wall began.

1992 - Exxon executive Sidney Reso was kidnapped
outside his Morris Township, NJ, home by Arthur Seale.

italy surrendered
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vy CRUISING THE APRIL APOCALYPSE

SUP GOES FOR THE FIRE

AN ANALYTICAL REFLEGTION

he month of April has never been

an ordinary passage in Liberia’s

political calendar. It is a season
heavy with memory, consequence, and
warning—a recurring mirror in which the
nation is forced to confront its unresolved
contradictions. Nearly five decades after
the watershed of Rice Riots on April 14,
1979—when a mass protest against a
proposed rice price increase turned violent
in Monrovia, leaving dozens dead and
exposing deep economic inequality—the
ghosts of that upheaval have not been
buried; they have merely evolved,
resurfacing in new forms, new actors, and
new rhetoric.
The tremors did not end there. On April 12,
1980, the 1980 Liberian coup d'état led by
Master Sergeant Samuel Doe overthrew
President William R. Tolbert Jr., abruptly
ending over a century of Americo-Liberian
political dominance. Barely ten days later,
on April 22, 1980, the 1980 execution of
former officials saw thirteen former
government officials publicly
executed—an act that signaled not reform,
but the brutal consolidation of power.
There also is April 6, 1996, the cycle had
deepened into full-scale national trauma.
The April 6 1996 Monrovia fighting
erupted as warring factions turned
Monrovia into a battlefield, destroying
parts of the city and reaffirming how
unresolved political tensions could
metastasize into violent collapse.
Today, under the leadership of President
Joseph Boakai, April once again finds
relevance—not as a relic of history, but as a
living barometer of national stagnation
and democratic strain. The actors may
have changed, the language refined, and
the institutions rebranded, but the
underlying tensions that once ignited the
streets of Monrovia remain stubbornly
intact.
What is striking in this present moment is
the re-emergence of student consciousness,
particularly from the University of
Liberia. Their posture—symbolic, vocal,
and increasingly defiant—recalls a long
tradition in which the student body has
served as both conscience and catalyst of
the nation. They are not merely protesting;
they are preserving optics, reminding a
forgetful society that the conditions which
birthed past upheavals have not been
fundamentally altered.
The resurgence of student activism,
particularly through the Student
Unification Party (SUP) at the University
of Liberia, deserves both acknowledgment
and respect. For generations, SUP has
stood as one of the most enduring
platforms of ideological resistance and

civic awakening in the country—often at great cost to its
members. From the days of confronting oligarchic
dominance to challenging excesses in successive
administrations, the movement has consistently reminded
the nation that silence in the face of injustice is itself a form
of complicity. Today’s cohort, in raising their voices
against perceived stagnation and inequality, is not acting
in isolation; they are inheriting and sustaining a legacy
that has long placed students at the center of Liberia’s
democratic conscience.

Yet, history also counsels caution. The same April that
inspires activism is equally marked by moments when
legitimate grievances were overtaken by escalation,
miscalculation, or opportunistic infiltration. For SUP and
the broader student community, the challenge is not
merely to speak truth to power, but to do so with strategic
discipline, moral clarity, and an unwavering commitment
to peaceful engagement. The strength of their message
must not be diluted by disorder, nor should their cause be
hijacked by actors whose interests lie beyond reform. In
navigating this delicate balance, the students carry both
the burden of history and the responsibility of shaping a
different outcome—one where advocacy compels change
without inviting the tragic repetitions that April so often
warns against.

The April narrative, therefore, is no longer confined to
dates; it has become a pattern. The upheavals of 1979, the
coup of 1980, the executions that followed, and the civil
war fractures of 1996 were not isolated eruptions. They
were consequences—products of accumulated grievances
rooted in economic exclusion, political arrogance, and
systemic inequity. The tragedy is not that these events
occurred, but that their root causes continue to echo in
contemporary governance.

In the current dispensation, there is a growing
perception—rightly or wrongly—that governance has yet
to decisively break from the patterns of the past. Public
frustration around economic hardship, perceived elitism,
and slow institutional reform mirrors the very triggers
that once mobilized mass action. The rhetoric may be
more measured today, but beneath it lies a familiar
impatience.

The response of state institutions to dissent will ultimately
define whether April remains a warning or becomes a
prophecy fulfilled once more. History has shown that the
manner in which governments engage citizen
grievances—whether through dialogue or
suppression—often determines the trajectory of national
stability. Where fear replaces engagement, and where
optics of control overshadow substance of reform, the
seeds of confrontation are quietly sown.

It is in this context that the symbolism of April becomes
most potent. It is not merely a month; it is a test. A test of
whether leadership can rise above inherited tendencies of
defensiveness and instead embrace the difficult but
necessary path of responsiveness and reform. A test of
whether citizens, particularly the youth, will continue to
accept incremental change or demand structural
transformation.

There is also a deeper, more uncomfortable truth
embedded in Liberia’s April history: revolutions, whether
violent or symbolic, do not arise in a vacuum. They are
reactions—often desperate, sometimes inevitable—to
prolonged neglect of legitimate grievances. The lessons of

BY SHERMAN C. SEEQUEH

April are not about chaos; they are about
causation. To focus only on the disorder
while ignoring the conditions that
produced itis to misread history entirely.
Thus, the optics being sustained by the
University of Liberia students and other
emerging voices are not accidental. They
are deliberate reminders that Liberia
stands at a crossroads—not unlike the one
itfaced in 1979. The difference today is that
the country has the benefit of hindsight. It
knows where neglect, arrogance, and
suppression can lead.

Whether that knowledge will translate into
wiser governance remains to be seen.

April, in its duality, continues to offer two
competing meanings. To the establishment,
it is a season of caution—an ominous
reminder of instability. To the restless
citizen, it is a season of reckoning—a
platform for questioning power and
demanding accountability. These
meanings are not easily reconciled, and
perhaps they never will be.

But one thing is certain: as long as the
structural conditions that once ignited the
nation persist—even in altered
forms—April will never lose its relevance.
It will remain a recurring signal, a national
checkpoint, and, if ignored, a potential
prelude.

Liberia is not reliving April by accident. It
is reliving it because it has not yet resolved
it.
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ice President, Jeremiah Kpan-

Koung has made it clear that

Liberia stands to lose its integrity,
and could be deemed unreliable if it were to
cancel contractual agreements signed with
foreign and local companies operating in
the country.
Several companies with which government
signed agreements are under the radar due
to what officials considered
“irregularities” in those agreements.
The Government of Liberia last year
issued an Executive Order, ordering the
cancellation of the TIA/LTA deal. The calls
sparked debate and provoked legality
concerns.
Despite a Joint Legislative Committee’s
recommendation for renegotiation of the
contract, the President does not seem settle
on the matter.
There are reports that the government is
considering hiring another company to
take over the same role TIA supposed to
play as per its contract.
However, during his first live radio
appearance Monday, VP Koung did not
mince words spelling out what could
happen should the government backtrack
on agreements, though he did not mention
TIA, he spoke generally on general
contracts.
Weighing in strongly on contractual
agreements with  companies, he said
Liberia is obliged to have these deals in
place because anything contrary will have
negative impact, and will scare investors,
as doing so would put the country in an
awkward position of being unreliable.
However, addressing CTM and ‘Medtech
Scientific’ Deals that have long engendered
national debate, VP Koung said he’s
moving “with the speed I am moving with”
to fix problematic port and customs
contracts because he knows the terrain —
and because Liberia’s reputation with
investors is at stake.
“That is my area; I told people I am an
entrepreneur. God blessed me I am here;
and as sooner it finishes, I will go right back
because that somewhere I got passion for,”
Koung said in remarks that have since
circulated among policymakers and the
business community.
“If I done fix it and I go back there, my
friends will tell me ‘my man you were there
you did not help us with the thing, and you
come back here with the same thing again.’
Then, I will be taking to somebody else, and
thatis why I am moving with the speed I am
moving with.”
He added: “With the President support
and instruction, unless the president slows
me because he is the only that can slow me
down.”
The comments were made as Koung
addressed mounting concerns over two
controversial operations at Liberia’s ports:
CTM, which handles the Cargo Tracking
Note system, and Medtech Scientific, the
firm contracted for destination inspection
and scanning services.
There are reports that CTM has stopped all
brokers from making payments to the
country to paying overseas, but he said

“this is news to me.”

The concern is seen as capital flight and
loss of customs revenue at a time Liberia’s
importcoveris just 2.1 months.

Amid calls for the cancellation of the
Medtetch Deal, VP Koung also disclosed
thatthe LRA boss advised otherwise.
“The LRA boss has advised that look,
METAR is building a center at the Port.
They are having discussions to carry
Liberia percentage up — or I think they
have done that already because the
percentage they were giving Liberia is
low... After the construction, we will have
discussions with them. But you can’t leave
them in the middle and shut them down,”
he quoted him as saying.

The GAC said Medtech did not
consistently apply approved fees and key
deliverables — including 3D scanners,
CCTYVs, forklifts, and IT infrastructure
— “were either not provided or lacked
any documented evidence of delivery,” in
violation of the contract.

Senators have slammed the Medtech
agreement as “unratified” and
noncompliant with the PFM Act.

LRA Commissioner General Dorbor
Jallah said the Boakai administration
“has acknowledged the contract’s flaws
and is committed to renegotiating its
terms,” but legal proceedings at the
Supreme Court have delayed the process.
Revealing the administration’s dilemma,
he said “Some of the problem we face is
theissue of the law... The first thing is that
the President has instructed we cancel
these things. But then, the lawyers will
advise that this is a contract. You signed a
contract.”

“For Liberia to be signing contracts and
canceling them is sending a negative
image out there that these people when
you sign with a government, when the
next government comes, they cancel it.
Business people will be afraid to come in
your country because you are not
reliable.”

His instruction from President Boakai, he
said, is different: “When you sign a
contract with government, regardless of
what government comes in, what you can
dois to fix it. So, I was instructed to look at
the CTM and METAR.”

That instruction puts Koung at the center
of two of Liberia’s most sensitive revenue
contracts.

On CTM, the National Port Authority in
2025 renegotiated the Cargo Tracking
Note and marine services agreements,
saying the revised CTN contract
“represents a significant policy shift
aimed at enhancing government revenue,
increasing local participation, and
strengthening financial transparency.”
The new terms took effect April 1,2025.
On Medtech, the LRA has been under
pressure to establish the transitory
account required by Section 9.1 of the
contract and to account for US$1.3
million in undocumented expenditures.
LRA boss Dorbor Jallah said negotiations
will “address all anomalies,” including
revenue share and equipment delivery.
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“I told people I am an entrepreneur,” Koung
said, framing his role as technical, not
political. His background is in business, and
he served as Senator for Nimba before
becoming Vice President.

Koung’s response is that speed matters
because he intends to return to the private
sector. “As sooner it finishes, I gone right
back... that somewhere I got passion for.” He
told potential Chinese suppliers of the earth-
moving equipment: “We aim to get value for
money... We don’t want cheap items but
quality with affordable prices.”

Koung’s statement captures Liberia’s
recurring bind - how to correct costly,
opaque deals without branding the country
as unreliable.

“The lawyers will tell you that you sign a
contract by your government, despite it was
not you in office or power,” he said.
According to legal experts, that principle —
pacta sunt servanda — protects investors.
“LRA advised... discussions to carry Liberia
percentage up... or I think they have done
that already.” Don’t “shut them down” mid-
construction; fix the terms.

He said canceling deals scares business,
adding “You can do is to fix it” —
renegotiate, don’t repudiate, to protect
Liberia’s reliability.

www.newrepublicliberia.com

The Vice President’s “speed” is meant to
reassure both Liberian entrepreneurs
and foreign investors. His warning is
blunt: if every new administration
cancels old contracts, “business people
will be afraid to come in your country
because you are not reliable.”

For now, CTM is “still operating,” as
Koung acknowledged. Medtech is
“building a center at the Port.” The Vice
President’s mandate is to raise Liberia’s
percentage and make the deals work, not
void them.

“With the President support and
instruction,” Koung said, “unless the
president slows me because he is the only
that can slow me down.”

Koung is positioning himself as the fix-it
entrepreneur in government, arguing
that Liberia must honor contracts to keep
investor confidence, but must also
renegotiate them to keep its share. The
business climate, he says, depends on
showing the world that Liberia can clean
up deals without tearing them up.
Whether the public sees “fixing” or
“repackaging” will depend on what the
renegotiated CTM and Medtech
contracts actually say, and whether, this
time, Liberians get to read them.

IMF APPROVES USS266M

he Government of Liberia has

welcomed a significant financial

boost following the approval of a
US$266 million financing arrangement by
the Executive Board of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) under its Resilience
and Sustainability Facility (RSF).
The 21-month arrangement, amounting to
approximately SDR 193.8 million, is
expected to support Liberia’s ongoing
reform agenda, with a strong focus on
climate adaptation, resilient
infrastructure development, and
pandemic preparedness.
According to an IMF statement issued on
April 27, 2026, Liberia’s economy
continues to show positive growth
momentum, with real GDP growth rising
to 5.1 percent in 2025, driven largely by
increased mining production.
The Fund also noted that the country’s
political environment remains supportive
of reforms under the Government’s
development framework, the ARREST
Agenda for Inclusive Development.
The RSF financing will also help mobilize
additional external funding, strengthen
the balance of payments position of the
Central Bank of Liberia, and enhance
coordination with development partners.
Following the Board’s approval, IMF
Acting Chair and Deputy Managing
Director Bo Li commended Liberia for
maintaining sound macroeconomic
policies and making progress in structural
reforms.
He noted that fiscal adjustments have
helped reduce debt vulnerabilities and that
government expenditure rationalization
has enabled greater allocation toward
priority investments and social programs.
However, he emphasized the need for
continued reform efforts to sustain
progress.
Bo Li also acknowledged government
measures to address global oil price
pressures, including temporary and
targeted subsidies to support public
transportation, as well as a supplementary
budget aimed at increasing social spending
while maintaining fiscal discipline.
Reacting to the IMF decision, Liberia’s
Minister of Finance and Development
Planning, Augustine Kpehe Ngafuan,
described the approval as a major
milestone in the country’s reform and

development journey.

He disclosed that Liberia’s qualification
under the RSF followed sustained
reform efforts beginning in October
2024, under the leadership of President
Joseph Nyuma Boakai.

“We are elated that Liberia has been
approved to receive additional
financing for development and
macroeconomic stability,” Minister
Ngafuan said, adding that the country
met key benchmarks and indicators
required for eligibility under the facility.
He further expressed appreciation to
the IMF Board, Liberia’s technical
team, and development partners for
their support throughout the process.
According to him, disbursements under
the RSF will be made over 21 months
and will depend on the achievement of
agreed policy triggers for each tranche.
Support for Economic Stability and
Reform Agenda

The Finance Minister said the financing
package reflects growing international
confidence in Liberia’s economic
reform trajectory and commitment to
sustainable development.

He noted that the RSF support will
strengthen macroeconomic stability,
enhance climate resilience, and improve
institutional capacity across key sectors.
Additional IMF Support Under
Extended Credit Facility

In a related development, the IMF
Board also completed the third review
under Liberia’s Extended Credit
Facility (ECF) arrangement, resulting
in an additional disbursement of
US$26.49 million.

Total disbursements under the ECF now
stand at approximately US$105.96
million. The overall program, valued at
US$223 million, was approved in
September 2024 to support
macroeconomic stability, debt
sustainability, financial sector
resilience, and governance reforms.

The Government of Liberia says it
remains committed to sustaining reform
momentum, strengthening economic
governance, and leveraging
international partnerships to drive
inclusive growth and long-term national
development.
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ARCELORMITTAL GEO

oy must not only be among the people

who are privileged to work,” he said,

“but should flow among the
neighbors of AML. This is the only way we
will operate safely here.”
ArcelorMittal Liberia (AML) is placing
renewed focus on the connection between
its operations and the wellbeing of
surrounding communities, with Chief
Executive Officer Michiel Van Der Merwe
emphasizing that safety cannot be achieved
in isolation.
Speaking at his first townhall meeting of
2026, the CEO addressed staff following
presentations from the Mines, Safety,
Sustainability and External Relations,
Environmental, Human Resources and
Organizational Development, and Quality
of Life departments, each of which
delivered quarterly updates.
In his remarks, Van Der Merwe
highlighted that the success and stability of
AMUDL’s workforce are closely tied to the
conditions of the communities around
them. While employees benefit from stable
employment and income, he noted that
nearby residents may not experience the
same level of opportunity or security.
He urged the company to bridge that gap
by ensuring community members feel
included and valued. “Joy must not only be
among the people who are privileged to
work,” he said, “but should flow among the
neighbors of AML. This is the only way we
will operate safely here.”
Supporting this direction, Head of
Sustainability and External Relations
Marcus S. Wleh reported that the
department has received a substantial
budget dedicated to community
investment. He assured that the funds
would be managed responsibly, with full
accountability for how every dollar is used
to benefit surrounding areas.
Van Der Merwe also addressed workplace
safety, calling on employees—especially
those in safety roles and those engaging
directly with communities—to extend

safety awareness beyond AMLsites.

He referenced a recent incident in Grand
Bassa County and stressed the
importance of educating residents living
along the company’s rail corridor about
the dangers associated with railway
operations.

He further underscored that safety
should not be treated merely as a formal
objective or corporate requirement, but
as a deeply embedded culture shared by
every employee.

While AML continues to invest millions of
dollars into maintaining safe operations,
he made it clear that no level of spending
can compare to the value of human life or
the impact of workplace injuries.

AML’s Commitment to Safety and
Community Relations

At the core of the CEO’s message was a
firm commitment to integrating safety
and community relations into the
company’s everyday operations. AML
recognizes that sustainable safety
performance depends not only on
internal systems and protocols, but also
on trust, inclusion, and shared awareness
with host communities.

By investing in community development,
strengthening outreach efforts, and
promoting safety education beyond its
workforce, the company aims to create an
environment where both employees and
residents feel secure, respected, and
connected.

This approach reflects AML’s belief that
long-term operational success is only
possible when community wellbeing and
workplace safety advance together.
Concluding his address, Van Der Merwe
encouraged all employees, regardless of
their roles, to work with greater focus and
efficiency, noting that collective effort
and discipline will help build a stronger
future for everyone linked to AML’s
operations.

GOV'T FLAGS MEDIA REPORTIN

By Jamesetta D Williams

edia reporting standards

have claimed the

attention of the Liberian
Government, as Deputy
Information Minister Daniel O.
Sando expressed concern over a
“srowing trend of unverified and
politically influenced publications
within sections of the local media.”
During Tuesday’s regular press in
Monrovia, Sando said some recent
media reports and public
commentary have contributed to the
spread of allegations against
government institutions without
sufficient verification.
He made specific reference to recent
remarks from the leadership of the
Press Union of Liberia.
The deputy information minister
urged journalists and media
institutions to exercise caution and
ensure that allegations published
against the government are properly
substantiated before being
disseminated to the public.
While reaffirming the government’s
respect for press freedom and

freedom of expression, Sando
emphasized that journalism must
remain anchored in accuracy,
verification, and professional
ethics.

He cautioned against what he
described as misleading
interpretations that link routine
legislative or constitutional
processes to claims that press
freedom is under attack.
According to him, such narratives
risk distorting public
understanding of democratic
governance.

Sando further maintained that
under the current administration,
the media environment remains
open and unhindered.

He stated that no media institution
has been shut down, no newspaper
closed, no radio station silenced,
and no journalist unlawfully
arrested or prosecuted.

He concluded by encouraging
media practitioners to uphold
professional standards and
continue playing their vital role in
informing the public responsibly.

The New Republic |Page 9

BEA MOUNTAIN, ARCELORMITTAL

growth is closely tied to resolving its
electricity challenges, pointing to the
ongoing struggles of the Liberia
Electricity Corporation (LEC) as a
major constraint on private sector
development.

“All of the sectors rest on LEC, which is
the foundation for the nation’s
progress,” he stated. “Business is not
going, and LEC is a major factor.”

The Vice President noted that unreliable
electricity continues to stifle business
expansion and job creation, forcing

The election was conducted in
accordance with Supplementary
A/SA.01/06/20, Article 7, which
stipulates that executive committee
members serve a non-renewable three-
year term. The voting process was
unique, with each of the fourteen West
African countries allotted two votes.
Liberia’s representative, Mr. Kaba,
secured 11 votes, outpacing Sierra
Leone’s Ambassador Alie Barngura,
who received 7 votes, and Togo’s Mr.
Laurant Sanvi, who garnered 4 votes.
This victory is particularly significant as
it marks the first time since the Council’s
establishment in 1982 that a West
African nation has been elected to serve
in this capacity. Mr. Kaba’s election
reflects Liberia’s supremacy in regional
affairs and the confidence of fellow
ECOWAS member states in Liberia’s
ability to contribute meaningfully to the
Council’s mission.

The ECOWAS Brown Card system

many Liberians to depend on
government employment due to
limited private sector opportunities.
Hon. Koung concluded by urging
policymakers to prioritize
foundational investments in energy,
expressing confidence that
collaboration with the country’s top
taxpayers—Bea Mountain Mining
Corporation and ArcelorMittal
Liberia—could unlock sustainable
growth and long-term economic
transformation.

plays a vital role in facilitating cross-
border motor insurance coverage,
ensuring protection for travelers, and
promoting regional integration.
Liberia’s success in this election not
only elevates its visibility in regional
policymaking but also strengthens its
commitment to collaboration and
leadership within ECOWAS.
Officials hailed the outcome as a
testament to Liberia’s dedication to
advancing regional cooperation. Mr.
Kaba’s tenure is expected to bring
renewed energy to the Council of
Bureaus, reinforcing Liberia’s role in
shaping the future of the ECOWAS
Brown Card initiative.

This historic election, born out of the
resolutions of the 41st General
Assembly, stands as a proud moment
for Liberia and a beacon of its
growing influence on the African
continent.

LIBERIA IN POOL POSITION

L$890 million allegedly misused from public
resources.

“These are not just allegations anymore,”
Martin said. “They are now before the
courts, and that is what makes recovery
possible.” He described the development as
a crucial turning point, shifting the process
from investigation to legal accountability.
According to him, once matters are formally
before the courts, authorities can begin
pursuing restitution through mechanisms
such as asset tracing, freezing of accounts,
and eventual recovery through courtorders.
Martin emphasized that the indictments
represent more than potential financial
recovery. He said they signal the
strengthening of Liberia’s accountability
system, where the misuse of public funds
carries tangible legal consequences.

“This is about restoring confidence in public
institutions and ensuring that resources
meant for development are protected,” he
noted.

Responding to criticism that the Taskforce is
overly focused on indictments, Martin
argued that such views overlook the legal
framework governing asset recovery.

“You cannot recover what has not been
placed before the court,” he explained.
“Indictment is what allows the law to act.”
He clarified that while the Taskforce is
responsible for investigations and case
preparation, the pace and proceedings now
rest with the courts.

“Ourrole is to investigate and present strong

cases,” he said. “From there, the court
has the authority to decide the pace and
process.”

All four cases, he confirmed, are
currently within the judicial system and
await further action, placing them on a
path toward possible recovery.

In a related development, Martin
revealed that the Taskforce has also
initiated legal proceedings in a British
court involving approximately US$10
million under investigation. The move is
aimed at pursuing assets or individuals
that may be located outside Liberia,
expanding the scope of recovery efforts
beyond national borders.

“This ensures that our efforts are not
limited to Liberia alone,” he said.

Despite the progress, Martin stressed
that the work of the Taskforce is far from
complete. He noted that investigations
are ongoing and additional indictments
are expected where sufficient evidence is
established.

“We will continue to investigate and
indict anyone found to have illegally
acquired state resources,” he said.

He concluded with a call for public
support, urging Liberians to remain
engaged and supportive of the process as
itunfolds.

“We remain committed to ensuring that
those involved are prosecuted and that
public assets are retrieved in accordance
with the law,” Martin said.



Page 10|

The New Republic

WEDNESDAY APRIL 29 2026

www.newrepublicliberia.com

ANOTHER LAWMAKER
FACES INVESTIGATION

—As Sen. Konneh Complained To Senate

he leadership of the House of

Representatives has forwarded

Bomi County Electoral District #3
Representative, Hon. Sam P. Jallah, to its
Committee on Rules, Order and
Administration for investigation following
a formal complaint from fellow lawmakers.
The complaint stems from recent public
remarks made by Rep. Jallah concerning
the just passed supplementary budget, in
which he was quoted as saying that “one
person can just sit and sign the budget.”
The statement has drawn concern among
members, prompting calls for clarification
and accountability.
During a leadership meeting held on
Monday, a motion was proffered by Bong
County Electoral District #3
Representative, Hon. J. Marvin Cole,
requesting that Rep. Jallah submit himself
to the Committee on Rules, Order and
Administration for a full investigation into
the matter. The motion was subsequently
endorsed, paving the way for the
Committee’s review.
According to the decision, the Committee
will conduct its inquiry and report its
findings and recommendations to Plenary
for further legislative action.
Meanwhile, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Richard Nagbe Koon has
called on the Bomi County lawmaker to
fully cooperate with the Committee
throughout the investigative process,
emphasizing the importance of upholding
the integrity, decorum, and rules governing
the House.
The committee is expected to carry out its
investigation and report to plenary upon
the resumption of session in May.
The action underscores the House’s
commitment to maintaining discipline and
ensuring that the conduct of its members
reflects the standards expected of the
Legislature.
Meanwhile, the Liberian Senate has
formally acknowledged receipt of a
complaint from the House of
Representatives regarding public
statements made by Gbarpolu County
Senator, Hon. Amara Konneh.
In its response, communicated through the
Secretary of the Senate and read during the
House’s leadership meeting on Monday, the
Senate emphasized its commitment to the
principles of legislative propriety, mutual
respect, and the broader national interest.
The Senate further informed the House
that it has engaged Senator Konneh on the

’

matter and provided the necessary
advisement in line with its internal
processes.

The Senate also reaffirmed its dedication
to maintaining a cordial and constructive
working relationship with the House of
Representatives.

The House’s communication, addressed
to Pro-Tempore Nyonblee Karnga-
Lawrence, formally registered its
concerns over recent comments made by
Senator Konneh on his official Facebook
platform regarding the House’s decision
to expel Montserrado County Electoral
District #10 Representative, Hon. Yekeh
Y. Kolubah.

According to the House, it takes serious
exception to the Senator’s
characterization of its constitutional
action, particularly his assertion that “the
expulsion of Yekeh represents yet more
theater in the Chambers of the House of
Representatives that risk grinding the
whole system of Government to a halt,”
and his further description of the
proceedings as “not politics, it is
madness.”

The House described these remarks as
deeply concerning and regrettable, noting
that such statements undermine the
integrity, independence, and authority of
the Legislature as a co-equal branch of
government. It maintained that the
decision to expel a member was reached
through established rules and procedures
consistent with the Constitution and
Standing Rules of the House.

While acknowledging and respecting the
right of lawmakers to express differing
views, the House emphasized the
importance of measured, respectful, and
responsible public discourse, particularly
on matters involving legislative actions. It
warned that statements of such nature
risk eroding public confidence and
fostering unnecessary discord between
the two Chambers.

In its communication, the House called on
the Senate leadership to take due note of
the matter and advise Senator Konneh to
exercise restraint and uphold the
principles of inter-legislative comity and
mutual respect.

The House of Representatives reiterated
its commitment to sustaining cordial and
constructive relations with the Senate in
the collective interest of good governance
and national development.

FIRST-EVER DOGTORS' RESIDENGE

UNDER CONSTRUGTION

— To Boost Rural Healthcare

By Stephanie M. Duncan

he Ministry of Health Liberia

(MOH), with support from the

Government of Liberia, has begun
construction of the county’s first-ever
residence for medical doctors, in a move
aimed at strengthening healthcare delivery
and improving staff welfare.
The housing project, situated within the
county’s main health corridor, is designed to
provide safe and dignified accommodation
for doctors serving in public health facilities,
particularly in underserved areas.
According to the Ministry, the initiative
forms part of a broader national strategy to
reinforce the health system by ensuring that
medical professionals are adequately
supported and retained. “This investment
reflects government’s commitment to
ensuring that doctors are supported,
retained, and motivated to serve in all parts
of the country,” the Ministry said in a
statement.
Local authorities confirmed that one
housing unit has already been completed,
while four additional units are at an
advanced stage of construction, signaling
steady progress on the project.
Health officials believe the availability of on-
site accommodation will significantly ease
the burden of long-distance commuting for
doctors, especially those assigned to rural
communities where access to housing has
remained a persistent challenge.
The project is also expected to improve

emergency response times, as doctors will
be stationed closer to health facilities,
enabling quicker intervention in critical
situations.

For years, limited staff accommodation
has hindered effective service delivery
outside major urban centers. The
Ministry noted that addressing this gap is
essential to improving healthcare access
and outcomes nationwide.

Local health workers have welcomed the
initiative, describing it as a long-overdue
intervention that will boost morale and
enhance working conditions. Community
members have also expressed optimism,
noting that the presence of resident
doctors will improve access to quality
healthcare services.

The project is part of the government’s
ongoing efforts to upgrade health
infrastructure across Liberia, with a
focus on decentralizing services and
strengthening the healthcare workforce.
The Ministry indicated that similar
housing initiatives could be replicated in
other counties if the current project
proves successful, reaffirming its
commitment to ensuring equitable access
to skilled medical professionals across the
country.

“No part of the country should be
disadvantaged when it comes to access to
skilled medical professionals and
adequate facilities,” the Ministry
emphasized.

Name:
7= e
4 Letter Words

J L 1 B P N Z Q O A J D
K B F A M z S B E A R o
O A K T M I = E = T Q <
W L. L. S H O E D A (. < U
S L H = O w z B T b4 A H
M H A N D S A O I S L A
T o P 1 F Y P NE A G J T
E 7.4 T B E L T = T A H

Find the following words in the puzzie.

Words are hidden 2 and ¥ .

BELT TOYS ZAP

BEAR BAT GAL

SHOE DOG BOY

HAND TOP CAT

BALL HAT

MICE CcOow

Created by Mr. Jay using Word Search Generator on
Super Teacher Worksheets (www . superteacherworksheets.com)



Wednesday April 29, 2026

The New Republic |Page 11

~ATHE SEAS, OGEANS, RIVERS, NATURAL LAKES
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(NOT MAN-MADE) BELONG TO ALL:

ACALLTO ACTION AGAINST THE WEAPONIZATION OF WATERWAYS:

rotecting our shared waterways,

seas, oceans, rivers, and lakes is a

collective, urgent responsibility, as
they are not merely resources but vital
lifelines that belong to everyone and
require protection from exploitation.
These waters provide food and climate
regulation, necessitating a united effort
to ensure they remain safe and healthy
ecosystems for all.
"Just as we share a common dependence
on the ocean, we must join together in a
common endeavor to save the ocean from
the damage caused by humans." — [09-
2014]
"Protect the sacred, save the Boundary
Waters from short-sighted greed. Keep
calling, keep writing, and keep sharing!"
—[03-2026]
"There is a legal pathway to safeguard
biodiversity in waters that belong to
everyone and no one at the same time."
— [01-2026]-U.S. Department of State
(.gov).
"Stewardship means paying attention;
not just to the big moments, but to the
small things that sustain life every single
day." — [04-2026]-U.S. Department of
State (.gov).
"The ocean has no borders, but it needs
protection. Nearly half of our planet lies
beyond national jurisdiction." — [01-
2026]- U.S. Department of State (.gov).

By: Austin S Fallah - A True Son of the
Planet Earth Soil: fallahas@yahoo.com.
In an era characterized by globalization,
interconnectivity, and unprecedented
collaboration, the fundamental rights to
free movement and access to essential
resources such as waterways should not
be undermined by geopolitical ambitions
or the whims of individual nations.

The seas, oceans, rivers, and
lakes(natural) are not merely natural
wonders; they are vital arteries that
facilitate the movement of goods,
services, cultures, and people across
borders.

Yet, alarmingly, these waterways, gifts
from the divine and essential for human
sustenance, are increasingly being
viewed as leverage by certain nations.
The world cannot remain passive while
specific groups seek to exploit these
resources for political or economic gain.
The United Nations, representing the
collective will and responsibility of the
global community, must step forward to
prevent this dangerous trend from
continuing.

The Basic Human Right to Access
Waterways:

Waterways represent more than mere
physical traits; they are, indeed, lifelines

that sustain businesses, empower
nations, and facilitate international
relations.

The free movement of goods and services
through international waters is essential
for the world's economy, enhancing trade
and fostering cooperation among
nations.

The rivers, oceans, and seas nourish
humanity, enabling fishing communities
to thrive and supplying countless
livelihoods reliant on transportation
routes.

Each vessel navigating the vast expanse
of oceans, seas, and rivers carries not
just cargo, but also the hope of
prosperity and a better future for
people everywhere.

When these waterways are threatened
by blockade or restrictive practices
imposed by a select few, the
consequences are dire.

A blockade of a significant ocean, sea,
lake, or river can devastate an economy,
leading to enormous shortages of vital
food and medical supplies for entire
populations.

When nations weaponize waterways,
they gamble with the lives of those who
depend on these routes for survival.
This dangerous trend should be
unequivocally condemned: it violates
the most fundamental tenets of human
rights.

Humanity was endowed with these
natural resources by Hala-Na-Meleka-
God-Almighty, and it is our duty to
protect their accessibility for the benefit
of all.

History of Waterway Weaponization:
History has shown us that the control of
waterways can lead to devastating
humanitarian crises.

Throughout the ages, from the Venetian
control of the Adriatic Sea to the British
naval supremacy over the trade routes
of the 19th century, nations have often
turned waterways into instruments of
political power.

In the modern context, such control
persists, often at the expense of
vulnerable nations and their
populations.

One only needs to look at the disputes in
the South China Sea, where geopolitical
tensions have escalated as nations
assert claims over waterways,
threatening the very stability of trade
that allows economies to flourish.
Additionally, recent conflicts in the
Middle East have highlighted the
perilous consequences of controlling
critical waterways, with nations
leveraging their strategic advantages to
manipulate access.

Other examples are the unlawful
closures of the commercial river
crossing point at Makona River in

A Gall for Global Governance a"dS
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Solumbah, Foya District, Lofa County,
Liberia, and the Yenga River crossing in
the Republic of Sierra Leone by the
Guinean Military Junta, which claims to
be a democratically elected Guinean
government.

In these scenarios, civilians bear the brunt
of these decisions, suffering from famine,
displacement, and economic devastation.
Our global community must not allow
history to repeatitself; instead, every well-
meaning son or daughter of this planet
must actively advocate for a system that
ensures shared stewardship over some of
our planet's most precious resources.

UN Intervention: A Moral Imperative:

In light of the pressing need for equitable
access to waterways, it is paramount that
the United Nations take decisive action to
prevent countries from being strangled by
the weaponization of water resources.

The UN is uniquely positioned to address
this issue, as it represents a collective
conscience that transcends national
boundaries.

The resolution the UN needs to pass must
enshrine a wuniversal commitment to
outlaw the use of waterways as bargaining
chipsininternational relations.

Such a resolution would affirm that any
nation that intentionally restricts access to
waterways, thereby causing suffering to
others, is committing an affront to
humanity.

A clear framework for understanding and
addressing violations of waterway control
can also be established through this
resolution.

It should stipulate that actions hindering
free access to these vital resources will be
categorized as "crimes against
humanity," deserving of international
scrutiny and response.

The world of today operates in an
interconnected manner, rendering it vital
that nations uphold each other's rights to
access and navigate through shared
resources.

International sanctions must be enacted
not only against the nations directly
involved in such egregious acts, but also
against those who support the behavior,
whether covertly or overtly.

This broad approach ensures

accountability and reinforces the
international community's
commitment to safeguard the rights of
all human beings against opportunistic
exploitation.

The UN General Assembly should be
empowered to act collectively based on
a more equitable representation of
member nations, rather than being led
by a select few with vested interests.

Promoting Global Solidarity:
Ultimately, the call for collective
stewardship over waterways resonates
with the broader themes of global
solidarity and shared responsibility.
By invoking a shared sense of
humanity, air-breathing human beings
can mobilize global citizens to
recognize the intrinsic value of
cooperative resource management.
Waterways are not merely regional
concerns; they are global assets that
enrich every living human being.
Humanity must work diligently to
cultivate awareness of the common
interests that unite everyone, even as
political ideologies may differ.
Campaigns aimed at raising awareness
of the importance of free access to
waterways can foster understanding
and solidarity among nations.

When people recognize the
interconnectedness of their struggles
and their triumphs, they are less likely
to be swayed by nationalistic rhetoric
that seeks to marginalize others.
Education, advocacy, and
international partnerships can prime
the global populace to hold their
governments accountable to a
standard that prioritizes universal
human rights.

A Unified Stand Against Hostage-
Taking:

The world must not sit idly by while
any nation or group seeks to hold
humanity hostage by withholding
access to waterways.

These vital routes, crafted by nature
itself and intended for the sustenance
of life, must remain open and secure for
the free movement of goods and
individuals.

The United Nations must codify this
principle into a binding resolution,
firmly articulating that the
weaponization of waterways will entail
severe consequences for those who
engage in such conduct.

As global citizens, we carry the moral
responsibility to advocate for
comprehensive safeguards that ensure
shared access to these critical
resources.

The voice of humanity must resonate
across borders, united in opposition to
any individual nation's strategy to
undermine the collective good.

In the spirit of Hala-Na-Meleka-God-
Almighty, every well-meaning earthly
human being must strive for a world
where waterways are freely accessible,
a world where suffering is not a
bargaining chip, and peace is upheld as
a fundamental right for all.
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iberia has made history by

securing its first elected seat on the

Council of Bureaus of the
ECOWAS Brown Card, a milestone
achievement that underscores the nation’s
growing leadership role in West Africa.
Mr. Saah A. Kaba, Executive Secretary of
the National Bureau of ECOWAS Brown
Card Liberia Office, emerged victorious in
a highly competitive election during the
41st General Assembly Conference of the
ECOWAS Brown Card, held in Monrovia.

BEA MOUNTAIN, ARCELORMITTAL
IN TOP TAKPAYERS PLACE

-For Push In Energy Investment
ﬁ Bea Mountain

A Subsidiary of Aureus Mining Inc.

By Stephanie M. Duncan

concession companies, particularly Bea Mountain Mining Corporation and
ArcelorMittal Liberia, as he renewed calls for urgent investment in the
country’s struggling energy sector.
Speaking Monday on the state broadcaster ELBC, the Vice President described the two
companies as Liberia’s highest taxpayers, stressing that their financial strength
positions them as key partners in addressing the nation’s electricity crisis.
Mr. Koung warned that failure to take decisive action in the energy sector could lead to ~
“future embarrassment” for Liberia, urging a shift in strategy that leverages the A r C e I O r M ITtO l
capacity of top revenue contributors like Bea Mountain and ArcelorMittal.
“These are the highest taxpayers now,” he said. “We need to shift the focus and allow - -
them to build the dam to supply electricity.” According to the Vice President, the L' be rIO

LIBERIA IN POOL POSITION
TO REGOVERING MILLIONS

By Stephanie M. Duncan

P I Yhe Chairman of the Asset Recovery and Property

‘ ’ ice President Jeremiah Kpan Koung has underscored the critical role of major

government should explore a model that enables these
companies to reinvest part of their tax contributions
into critical infrastructure—particularly the
construction of a hydroelectric power plant. He noted
that such a project could cost between US$2 billion and
USS$3 billion, a figure he acknowledged is beyond the
government’s current financial capacity.

Rather than relying solely on traditional tax collection,
Mr. Koung proposed a partnership approach that
would see these major corporations directly finance
and develop energy infrastructure capable of
delivering stable and reliable electricity nationwide.
He emphasized that Liberia’s broader economic
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Retrieval Taskforce (AREPT), Cllr. Edwin Kla Martin,

says recent indictments in major corruption-related
cases have put Liberia in a pool position to recovering millions in
public funds. Speaking Thursday on OK FM Morning Rush,
Martin disclosed that the Taskforce has secured indictments in
four major cases involving more than 74 individuals. The cases
collectively account for over US$10 million and approximately
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